Guidelines for the Application and Conferral of Pendant/Omamori
Gohonzon (for Leaders)

“Never seek this Gohonzon outside yourself. The Gohonzon exists only within the mortal
flesh of us ordinary people who embrace the Lotus Sutra and chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo.
The body is the palace of the ninth consciousness, the unchanging reality that reigns over all
of life’s functions. To be endowed with the Ten Worlds means that all ten, without a single
exception, exist in one world. Because of this it is called a mandala. Mandala is a Sanskrit
word that is translated as “perfectly endowed” or “a cluster of blessings.” This Gohonzon
also is found only in the two characters for faith. This is what the sutra means when it states
that one can “gain entrance through faith alone.” (WND 1 p832)

The Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon is supplementary to the household Gohonzon and is not a
substitute. As Nichiren describes in the above quote, (all) Gohonzon exist “only within the
mortal flesh of us ordinary people who embrace the Lotus Sutra and chant Nam-myoho
renge-kyo.” It is important to always keep in mind that the power of the Gohonzon lies in our
faith. Therefore, each application should be considered carefully, on a case-by-case
basis.

When fostering someone who is new to the practice (or someone who already has a
household Gohonzon and is applying for a Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon), as their
understanding of the teachings of Nichiren Daishonin grows, it is essential that we are able
to confidently explain, in a way that is true to ourselves, the meaning, spirit and benefit of the
Gohonzon.

As disciples of President Ikeda and Nichiren Daishonin, we cherish the life of the person in
front of us and, based on our sincere prayers for their happiness, we are supporting and
encouraging the members to base their life on their inherent Gohonzon.

Our own conviction and actual proof of the joy and benefit of the practice will shine brightly
as beacons of hope for them. Incorrect understanding of the true nature of the Gohonzon
can be the cause of immense suffering.

Sincere heart-to-heart dialogue, based on our own prayer for the member’s happiness is
very important in building understanding of the significance of the Gohonzon and it will
enable the clearing up of any misconceptions that may exist with the member.

Some examples for the need for a Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon are;

e Frequent travel, e.g. fly-in fly-out work
e Lengthy hospital stays

However, in the spirit of deep care for the member’s happiness, sincere dialogue around
understanding the person’s circumstances may well uncover other reasons for the need of a
Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon.
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Conferral

Conferral of a Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon will be conducted in private where divisional
State Leader will home visit the recipient together with a divisional Region/Area/Group
leader. This is an opportunity for the leaders to connect and encourage the recipient in faith;
to exchange life experiences of enacting the heart of SGI Nichiren Daishonin Buddhism in
daily life based on the Gohonzon. The conferral could also take place at the centre, in a
small meeting room where these heart-to-heart life exchanges can happen. Conferral is
carried out at a mutually convenient time for the recipient and leaders when the due process
for Gohonzon application, consensus and communications have been followed through. The
Vice General Directors or Nationwide Leaders may support if State Leaders are not
available.

Suggested conferral ceremony

If the conferral is at home, it’'s highly recommended to open and place the Pendant/Omamori
Gohonzon in the butsudan or where appropriate; and do Gongyo and Daimoku together. If
the conferral is done in private at the centre, it's also highly recommended that leaders do
the same in a room with the household Gohonzon if possible. Otherwise, it would be great to
place and open the Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon in a Pendant/Omamori Gohonzon holder
and place it at a place where appropriate and do Gongyo and Daimoku together.

Financial contribution
In the spirit of appreciation, the minimum amount of financial contribution is $50.
Suggested Resources/Guidance

Some resources for study about the Gohonzon, together with some relevant excerpts are
listed below for reference

SGI NL 8466; President Ikeda’s Lecture; The Real Aspect of the Gohonzon

“Through sincere faith in the Gohonzon, we can attain an everlasting state of absolute
happiness, filled with joy in both life and death. This is why the Daishonin writes: “What is
most important is that, by chanting Nam-myoho-renge-kyo alone, you can attain
Buddhahood” (WND-1, 832). The basic aim of our Buddhist practice is, by chanting Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo before the Gohonzon, to attain Buddhahood just as we are. The Daishonin
states that the key to attaining Buddhahood in our present form “depends on the strength of
our faith” (cf. WND-1, 832). In another letter [‘Reply to the Lay Nun Nichigon’], he writes:
“Whether or not your prayer is answered will depend on your faith; [if it is not] | will in no way
be to blame” (WND-1, 1079).

The power of our faith and practice activates the power of the Buddha and the Law
embodied in the Gohonzon, bringing forth benefit in our life. Faith is the foundation. Strong,
vibrant faith is the powerful engine for action and practice.

https://www.sokaglobal.org/resources/study-materials/buddhist-study/the-basics-of-nichiren-
buddhism-for-the-new-era-of-worldwide-kosen-rufu/chapter-6.html

.... The Mystic Law, which is the cause, or seed, of Buddhahood, is essentially inherent in the
lives of all living beings. This innate cause is also known as the Buddha nature, or the world
of Buddhahood.

In this regard, the Daishonin states:
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“When we revere Myoho-renge-kyo inherent in our own life as the object of devotion, the
Buddha nature within us is summoned forth and manifested by our chanting of Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo. This is what is meant by ‘Buddha.’ To illustrate, when a caged bird sings, birds
who are flying in the sky are thereby summoned and gather around, and when the birds
flying in the sky gather around, the bird in the cage strives to get out. When with our mouths
we chant the Mystic Law, our Buddha nature, being summoned, will invariably emerge. The
Buddha nature of Brahma and Shakra, being called, will protect us, and the Buddha nature
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, being summoned, will rejoice.” (WND-1, 887)

Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is the name of the world of Buddhahood inherent in one’s own life
and in all things. When one believes in the Gohonzon and chants Nam-myoho-renge-kyo,
one awakens and summons the world of Buddhahood within one’s life; and further, one calls
forth the world of Buddhahood from within all things in the universe. In other words, one
opens up the limitless potential of one’s own life and activates the functions of the Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, and heavenly beings—that is, the protective forces in one’s environment.

..... The Gohonzon represents the life state of the Buddha, which is Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
itself, eternally endowed with all of the Ten Worlds, as well as the superior attributes inherent
in each of these worlds. When people believe in this Gohonzon and base their lives on it
aware that they themselves are Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, they can freely and fully display the
dignified, unique attributes of each of the Ten Worlds inherent in their lives.

.... The Gohonzon, in which the Daishonin directly revealed his life state of Buddhahood—a
state he had brought forth from within as an ordinary person—is a concrete expression of
the principle of three thousand realms in a single moment of life. The Gohonzon is therefore
referred to as the “actual” three thousand realms in a single moment of life.

..... Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is the fundamental Law to which all Buddhas awaken when they
attain enlightenment, and it is the basis for the various workings of the life states of the Ten
Worlds. The Gohonzon of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo reveals the true nature of the lives of all
people as being fully endowed with the Ten Worlds.

Those who believe in and pray to the Gohonzon are able to observe the Ten Worlds
operating within their own lives. Prior to the Daishonin revealing his teaching, the practice for
attaining Buddhahood was based on observation of the mind. But in Nichiren Buddhism, it is
accomplished through faith in and practice to the Gohonzon. This is the teaching that
embracing the Gohonzon is in itself observing one’s own mind.

https://www.sgi-usa.org/2022/08/12/the-gohonzon/

.... Nichiren taught that people who view the Buddha or the Law as separate from
themselves cannot realize their full potential. He said, “If you think the Law is outside
yourself, you are embracing not the Mystic Law but an inferior teaching” (“On Attaining
Buddhahood in This Lifetime,” WND-1, 3).
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